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FROM 


GERARD NOEL EDWARDS, Es. 


SIR, 


| NorT having the honour of being 
perſonally acquainted, or of ever 
having had any intercourſe with 
yourfelf, or with the Gentlemen of 
che New-Town Society of the 
ws A2 Friends 


„ 
Friends of the People, I am the 
more ſenſible of the compliment 
intended me by them, in direQing 
the Reſolutions of their Meeting, 
dated Edinburgh, 31 December, 
1792, to be tranſmitted to me, and 
in giving Ge reaſon to believe, that 
a Letter on my part, in reply to 
that communication, would not be 


unworthy their acceptance. 


To enter then, Sir, immediately 
upon the ſubject; I avow, that if 
I know myſelf, I ſhall ever be, as 
I ever have been, zealous in main- 
taming the. ſalutary principles of 

ſub- 


(I 3 

ſubſtantial liberty and juſtice, on 
which, as on a rock, the tripartite 
ſtructure of our government i2 
erected; in the conſervation of 
which, as well as of its founda- 
tion, liberty and juſtice, I feel 
equally zealous, from a full con- 
viction of the general harmony and 
aggregate wiſdom of the whole de- 
Gm, = | 


I have found it neceflary, in 
framing my anſwer, to allude to 
the conſtitution; of which, although 
no perfect definition has ever been, 
or, as I believe, ever can be given, 


A3 yet 


LS 


yet it 1s ſufficiently underſtood to 
be referred to, and ſufhciently ex- 
cellent and approved to be pertina- 
ciouſly defended ; and I ſhould fear, 
that whenever by any means it is 
ſo altered, as to be capable of per- 
fe& definition, at that moment the 
conſtitution will have ſuffered a 
change for the worſe, and will be 
poſſeſſed of leſs efficient power to 
do good. 


I perceive that it may require, 
from time to time, on reviſion, a 
proper adjuſtment, or repair, that 
it contains within itſelf the power 

of 


k 
of doing fo. and of making ſecon- 
dary and ſubſidiary improvements, 
and that it may adopt convenient 
and corrective regulations, according 
to the progreſs of knowledge, and 
wealth, and national aggrandiſe- 
ment; that it can accommodate it- 
ſelf to ſupport national calamity ; ; 
but alſo, that it may be endangered 
by a wanton, blind, or wicked rage 
for innovation, and pretended pri- 
mary improvement of form: ſuch 
a misfortune, I truſt, it would ſar- 
vive, and it can be deſtroyed by no 
other whatever. A government, 
then, formed of King, Lords, and 

OY A 4 po: Com- 


( 8) 
Commons, and eſtabliſhed on the 
ſalutary principles of ſubſtantial li- 
berty and juſtice, is what I will 
ever do all in my power to ſupport, 
by the efforts of my mind, and by 
perſonal ſervice. Having now, Sir, 
fully ſtated my ſentiments to you 
in conformity with thoſe declared 
by me from the chair, at the firſt 
meeting of the Friends of the Li- 
berty of the Prefs ; I am to requeſt 
you to expreſs my thanks to your 
Society for their good opinion, and 
to ee to them my firm 


reliance, that, as long as I act up to 


theſe 


(# 1 
theſe ſentiments, I ſhall not have to 


regret the loſs of their eſteem. 


i3 May I be allowed to remark, as 
It forms the ſubje& of one of the 
Reſolutions, that although the theory 
of univerſal and perpetual peace is 
moſt delightful to the feelings of a 
| philanthropic heart, yet, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the world, no ſingle 
nation can ſeparately admit it in 
practice. I ſhould therefore be in- 
clined to think, that it ſhould make 
no direct part at leaſt in any politi- 
cal diſcuſſions at this moment, ſince 
it cannot fail to leſſen the weight of 

any 
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9 
any ſociety, ſhould that ſociety 
draw upon itſelf the character of 
indulging romantic though humane 
ſpeculations, eſpecially if it tries to 
enforce them; and ſtill more, if it 
applies its theory to inculpate a 
particular adminiſtration for acting 
upon a received opinion, and, as 
things are, a neceſſary political 
axiom, viz. That to adviſe war is, 
in certain caſes, the duty of miniſ- 
ters. Their conduct, therefore, if 
ſuch it has been, which has led to 


war, and terminated in war, can 


only be appreciated by the ordinary 
political rules, and it is upon 
I ground 


EC My 
ground of inexpediency alone that 
any blame can attach upon Admi- 
niſtration. That blame, in my opi- 
nion, (it may be an erroneous, I 
am ſure it is an honeſt opinion) in 
every point of view, in which T can 
conſider their proceedings upon the 
whole of the great event which 
now engages all Europe, does in 
ſome degree glance upon them; 
but I have no heſitation in decla- 
ring, that they are to be cenſured 
rather for the former part of their 
conduct, which, in my apprehen- 
ſion, has led to war, than in their 
latter acts, which have neceſſarily 


re- 


(4s } 
reſulted from its nearer approach, 


The period of war 1s at laſt arrived, 


haſtilities have commenced. Every 
political difference, which has a 
tendency to diſunite and perplex us 
at this juncture, ſhould ſubſide, and 
we ſhould go hand and heart to- 
gether to make a vigorous defence, 


and to effectuate an honourable 


Peace, 


It remains for me only to add, 
chat with regard to a reform in the 
repreſentation, I cannot pledge my- 
ſelf to the meaſure before I know 
the whole extent and bearing of it, 


'2 . put 


(E 
but I ſhould think it improbable, 
that I ſhould refuſe my aſſent to 
any motion which ſhall be made 
upon the ſubje& not intrenching 
upon the conſtitution, having the 
5 fanden of good and wiſe men, and 
being introduced into Parliament by 
members of diftinguiſhed eminence 
and of great talents, prudence, and 
information. 
I am, SIR), 
With reſpet, 
' Your molt obedient, and 


Very humble ſervant, 


GERARD NOEL EDWARDS, 


Devonſhire Place, 
Feb. 12, 1793. 
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